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Joseph
Matthew 1:18-25

Marriages were arranged for individuals by parents, and contracts were negotiated. After this
was accomplished, the individuals were considered married and were called husband and wife.
They did not, however, begin to live together. Instead, the woman continued to live with her
parents and the man with his for one year. The waiting period was to demonstrate the
faithfulness of the pledge of purity given concerning the bride. If she was found to be with child
in this period, she obviously was not pure, but had been involved in an unfaithful sexual
relationship. Therefore the marriage could be annulled. If, however, the one-year waiting period
demonstrated the purity of the bride, the husband would then go to the house of the bride’s
parents and in a grand processional march lead his bride back to his home. There they would
begin to live together as husband and wife and consummate their marriage physically.
Matthew’s story should be read with this background in mind.
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Joseph must have been ________________ and _____________________.

Joseph took the ___________ ___________ when he could have taken her _____________.

How quickly do you _______________ someone when they cause you ______________ and
_____________________?

Joseph encounters an angel who gives him _____________ and _______________.

In light of this declaration Joseph was not to be afraid to take Mary into his home (Matt. 1:20).
There would be misunderstanding in the community and much gossip at the well, but Joseph
knew the true story of Mary’s pregnancy and God’s will for his life.  As soon as Joseph
awakened from this dream, he obeyed. He violated all custom by immediately taking Mary into
his home rather than waiting till the one-year time period of betrothal had passed. Joseph was
probably thinking of what would be best for Mary in her condition. He brought her home and
began to care and provide for her.
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God is at ____________ in life’s _______________ situations.


